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merely shadowed at Athens exists to the full In Rhodes, and
here we $nd a democracy with a real presidency uniting civil
with military powers. The prytaneis preside over the council
and the assembly, guide the foreign politics of the state, and
even command its army. Below them stands a college of
'strategi, one of whom is in command of the possessions on
the mainland.1 The strength of the central executive in the
capital was probably due in the first instance to the con-
tinuance of town life in the other parts of the island, which
made popular government less direct than it was at Athens j and
it was perpetuated by the importance of the foreign relations
of the state.

The three towns still continue to possess some degree of
municipal independence. By the side of 6 <nS/.wras Sa/uos of
Rhodes stands rti irXfjOos of the municipal community,2 which
passes decrees (if/a^urp.ara), and has its council of /mo-rpo^ with
a "college of iTrto-rarcu.3 How wide the competence of these
municipal governments was we do not know; inscriptions show
us merely the voting of money for sacral purposes, regulations
for temple usages, and decrees of honour.

1 Cauer n. 182 1. 25 (trrparayol) tirl ra,v x^pw and <?7rl TO
* ib. n. 185.                             8 ib. nn. 177, 183.